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Our Visitors – Downton FC

Downton Football Club – Club History

Downton Football Club was founded in September 1905 after a

meeting convened by Rev J. H. Phillips, marking the beginning

of a proud and enduring village football tradition. Following

steady early progress, the club accelerated after World War I,

joining the Salisbury & District League in 1919. Promotion to

Division One followed in 1920, and despite a brief return to

Division Two in 1924, Downton quickly established themselves

by winning the inaugural Norman Court Cup in 1924/25. They

went on to lift the trophy several times both before and after

the Second World War.

The post-war era brought further success. In 1949/50,

Downton secured the Wilts Junior Cup before moving into the

Bournemouth League, where they enjoyed a dominant spell.

Between 1959/60 and 1967/68, the club won five Division One

titles and seven Senior Division One championships, earning a

commemorative plaque from the Bournemouth FA. Additional

triumphs in the Bournemouth Senior Cup and Senior League

Cup cemented their reputation as one of the region’s strongest

sides.

Downton progressed to the Hampshire League in 1968/69,

achieving multiple promotions throughout the 1970s. Their

ambition led them into the Wessex League in 1992/93, and by

1995/96 they recorded one of the most successful seasons in

club history—winning both the Wessex League Cup and the

Russell Cotes Cup. The following campaign saw Downton

achieve their highest-ever league finish (8th) in 1996/97, and

they entered the FA Cup for the first time in 1997/98. County

honours continued with Wilts Senior Cup victories and

Salisbury Hospital Cup wins in 2008/09 and 2009/10.



Our Visitors – Downton FC

The 2010/11 season proved historic. Downton were crowned

Division One champions, earned promotion to the Premier

Division, and reached the second round of the FA Vase.

Manager Jeff Softley was named Manager of the Year, with

four players selected for the Division One Team of the Year.

A strong return to the Sydenhams Premier League followed,

finishing 6th and adding another Hospital Cup to the trophy

cabinet. After relegation in 2013/14, the club refocused on

youth development, and by 2017/18 four youth teams were

competing under the Downton badge, with plans to expand to

ten.

A new era began in 2020/21 when club legend Dan Newman

became Chairman, joined by Rae Hughes as Vice Chairman.

Their leadership has transformed the club—refurbishing the

clubhouse, upgrading facilities, and renaming the main stand

the Ian Drinkwater Stand in honour of a long-serving club

figure.

Recent years have brought sustained success. The Robins

won the Wiltshire Senior Cup in 2021/22 and retained it in

2022/23 with a commanding 6–2 victory over Wroughton. In

2023/24, despite defeat in the playoff final, Downton were

promoted to the Wessex Premier League on points-per-game

merit.

They also secured a third consecutive Wiltshire Senior Cup

triumph, bringing their total to five and reaffirming their status

as one of Wiltshire’s most successful senior clubs.



MANAGEMENT NOTES
Wayne Smith & Ryan Andress

Good afternoon and welcome back to the Meyson Properties

Stadium for today’s Wessex Premier League fixture against

Downton.

We extend a warm welcome to the players, management team,

committee members and supporters of Downton Football Club.

We hope everyone connected with the club enjoys their

afternoon with us.

We come into today’s game following an excellent 6–0 victory

over Christchurch on Tuesday evening.In truth, it took us around

10 to 15 minutes to settle into the game, and we could easily

have found ourselves a goal or two behind during that opening

period. Sometimes you need a little luck in football, and

fortunately we were able to stay in the game before finding our

rhythm.

Once we settled, the performance improved considerably. We

played some very good football as a team and scored four goals

before half-time, putting ourselves in a commanding position and

effectively taking the game away from Christchurch.

The message at half-time was clear: protect the clean sheet. At

4–0, it did not matter if we failed to score again; maintaining our

concentration and keeping a clean sheet was the priority. We

were delighted that the players achieved that while also adding

another two goals during the second half.

Naturally, the game petered out slightly after the break. With the

result largely decided, the tempo dropped and the game became

more about managing the situation, keeping possession and

moving the ball effectively. Although we did not reach the same

levels as we had during the first half, the players remained

disciplined and completed a very professional performance.



MANAGEMENT NOTES continued

Chris Long led the scoring with an excellent hat-trick, Bailey Rowe

added another two goals, and young Taylor Broadley continued his

impressive start by adding another goal to his account.

Overall, we were extremely pleased with the result, the six goals

and, just as importantly, the clean sheet.

Today we face a very good Downton side. We have enjoyed some

excellent and competitive battles with them over the years, and we

know we will need to be at our very best again this afternoon.

We are now six games unbeaten, and with another home fixture

today, we want to make that momentum count.

However, we know nothing will be given to us. We must start

brightly, compete from the first whistle and produce the same

quality and concentration that we showed during the best periods

of Tuesday’s performance.

Finally, we would like to thank everyone who has supported us

during our opening two home games. The attendances have been

fantastic, with more than 100 people at our first home fixture and

over 150 joining us on Tuesday evening.

Your support makes a genuine difference to the players and

everyone involved with the club. We hope to continue giving you

performances and results that make you proud to support

Hamworthy Recreation.

Please make our visitors from Downton feel welcome and get

behind the players throughout the afternoon.

Enjoy the game.

Wayne Smith & Ryan Andress
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Owen Fee

Harvey Doe

Ben Satterley

James Clark

Ryan Osman

Lee-Brad Haensel

Lucas Davies

Elliot Ward

Preston Matthews

Ben Moss

Ethan Cheshire
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Match Report by John Hutchings

12.9.26. Bemerton Heath Harlequins 2 Hamworthy Rec 4

Last season Bemerton were Rec’s bogey team, winning both league 

matches. So this was a welcome win for Rec, but at times it was far from 

easy. The visitors opened up a two goal lead at the break, but Bemerton 

came storming back at the start of the second half and pulled one back. 

Rec, however, added two more, only to put themselves under pressure by 

conceding another near the end, but they held out to take the points.

It was a great start for Rec, when they went in front, on 5m. Bailey Rowe 

and Chris Long combined to set up OLLIE DAVIES to slam a volley 

beyond Gunstone-Gray, in the home goal, for 0-1. The lead was doubled, 

on 10m, when Eddie Hodge knocked the ball back at the far post for 

BAILEY ROWE to net, from close-range.

Rec were on top and Lewis McMurdo headed a chance over and Long’s 

free-kick whistled past the post.

But Bemerton came into the game more, as Rec lost some intensity. 

Trigwell fired over the top, before Rec keeper, Shane Murphy, made a 

vital block, to keep the clean sheet.

HT 0-2.

Bemerton came out all guns blazing at the start of the second half and 

forced a succession of corners, Murphy brilliantly tipping away Kapend’s 

effort, before McMurdo denied the same player, heading off the line. So it 

was no surprise when, on 51m, the hosts pulled one back, from another 

corner - ROGERS crashing in a header, for 1-2.  The hosts were looking 

for the equaliser and Quashie had his header saved by Murphy, before 

another chance trickled wide. But it was Rec who scored again, on 66m, 

when Henry Barham hit a glorious long ball for BAILEY ROWE to run on 

and cooly slot beyond the keeper, in a one-on-one. The Rec hot-shot then 

missed his chance of a hat-trick when he headed over, at the far post, 

from Aaron Roberts’ free-kick, but it was 1-4 on 78m, when a slick move 

ended with youngster, TAYLOR BROADLEY firing low, past Gunstone-

Gray - his first goal for the club.

To their credit, Bemerton never gave up and scored again, on 82m, 

following a mix-up in the Rec defence - McSORLEY tapping into an empty 

net. But it was Rec who could have added more, but Ash Pope just failed 

to convert at the far post and then saw his lob bounce wide, as Rec 

recorded their fourth win of the season. FT 2-4.



Match Report by John Hutchings

15.9.26. Hamworthy Rec 6 Christchurch 0

A thumping win for Rec over local rivals Christchurch. Man of the

Match was striker, Chris Long, who hit his first hat-trick of the

season. This was his 250th appearance for Rec and he has now

taken his goal tally to 221 - an amazing achievement !

Christchurch had two good, early chances to go in front, before

Rec had settled, but Famurat blazed high and wide, when clean

through and Chipangura was denied by Shane Murphy, in the

home goal.

Those misses were to prove costly for the visitors, as on 14m Rec

took the lead. Aaron Roberts played a perfect pass for LONG to

smash his shot beyond Dillon, in the Christchurch goal, for 1-0.

Just six minutes later the lead was doubled, when Tyler Rudd’s

good work, on the right, found BAILEY ROWE to make it two and

on 24m, the same player was in the right place to score again,

after Taylor Broadley’s shot was pushed out by Dillon.

Rec were in control - Christchurch’s only chance saw Chipangura

overrun the ball, when in with a chance and it was no surprise

when, on 42m, Rec added to the lead. BROADLEY cut in, from

the right and fired low, just inside the post and beyond Dillon. HT

4-0.

Rec went looking for another, with Long’s shot pushed away for a

corner, from which, Sean Wright’s attempt was inches wide. Then

Ollie Davies’ volley suffered the same fate, before Bailey Rowe

was denied his treble.

But on 66m the impressive Davies delivered a pin-point, low

cross, from the left, for LONG to tap in, from close-range and on

81m came the best goal of the match. LONG burst down the left,

outpaced and outmuscled his marker and thumped an

unstoppable shot, high into the roof of the net, giving Dillon no

chance, to claim his hat-trick.

The closest Christchurch came was Storey’s shot deflected for a

corner and it was Rec who nearly added more, but Henry Barham

and Tyler Rudd’s attempts were wide and Long was denied a

fourth by the gallant Dillon. FT 6-0.



Thank you to all our pitchside board sponsors



Thank you to all our pitchside board sponsors





Fixtures 2026/2027
01/08/2026 Millbrook A 2 1 W  Rowe, Rudd

05/08/2026 Shernorne Town A 1 1 D  Pope

08/08/2026 Devizes Town (FA Cup) A 0 1 L

11/08/2026 Brockenhurst A 4 1 W  Long, McMurdo, Rowe, Wright

15/08/2026 Ash Utd (Wessex League Cup) A 2 1 W  Davies, Rowe

22/08/2026 Sturminster Newton Utd A 2 2 D  Roberts, Davies

05/09/2026 Petersfield Town H 3 1 W  Rowe,  Davies, Dove

12/09/2026 Bemerton Heath Harleequins A 4 2 W  Rowe x 2, Davies, Broadley

15/09/2026 Christchurch H 6 0 W  Long x 3, Rowe x 2, Broadley

19/09/2026 Downton H

26/09/2026 Cowes Sports H

03/10/2026 Hamble Club A

06/10/2026
Baffins Milton Rovers                    

(Wessex League Cup)
H

10/10/2026
Buckland Athletic                                       

FA Vase
A Coach booked - names to Mike Pomeroy

17/10/2026 Bemerton Heath Harleequins H

20/10/2026 Andover New Street A

24/10/2028 Horndean H

31/102026 Baffins Milton Rovers A

03/11/2026 Laverstock and Ford A

07/11/2026 Fleetlands H

10/11/2026 Hythe & Dibden H

14/11/2026 Fareham Town A

17/11/2026 Sturminster Newton Utd H

21/11/2026 Bournemouth Poppies H

28/11/2026 Bashley A

01/12/2026 Dowton A

05/12/2016 Laverstock and Ford H

12/12/2026 Horndean A

05/12/2026 Bournemouth Poppies A

19/12/2026 Shernorne Town H

22/12/2026 Christchurch A

29/12/2026 Millbrook H

09/01/2027 Fleetlands A

16/01/2027 Fareham Town H

19/01/2027 Brockenhurst H

23/01/2027 Cowes Sports A

26/01/2027 Bashley H

30/01/2027 Petersfield Town A

13/02/2026 East Cowes Victoria Athletic H

20/03/2027 Hamble Club H

27/03/2027 Andover New Street H

03/04/2027 East Cowes Victoria Athletic H

10/04/2027 Baffins MiltonRovers H

17/04/2027 Hythe & Dibden A





NEXT FIXTURES

LEADING 

GOALSCORERS 

2026/2027

Player League Cup Total

Bailey Rowe 7 1 8

Oliver Davies 3 1 4

Chris Long 4 4

Taylor Broadley 2 2

Jake Dove 1 1
Lewis McMurdo 1 1

Ashley Pope 1 1

Aaron Roberts 1 1

Tyler Rudd 1 1

Sean Wright 1 1

Totals 22 2 24

Team Date/Time Fixture Venue
First Team 26/09/2026 Home to Meyson Properties Stadium

15:00 Cowes Sports Canford Magna Complex

Reserves 23/09/2026 Away to Days Park
19:45 Swanage Town & Herston BH19 1NN

DPL League Cup

U18s 20/09/2026 Away to Shaftesbury Coppice Street
14:00 SP7 8PF





League Tables

POS Team P W D L F A GD PTS

1 Fareham Town 6 6 0 0 10 2 8 18

2 Hamworthy Recreation 7 5 2 0 22 8 14 17

3 Sturminster Newton United 9 5 1 3 20 10 10 16

4 Downton 8 5 1 2 23 14 9 16

5 Hamble Club 9 4 4 1 20 13 7 16

6 Fleetlands 5 4 1 0 14 6 8 13

7 Brockenhurst 7 4 0 3 12 14 -2 12

8 Laverstock & Ford 7 3 2 2 15 9 6 11

9 Sherborne Town 10 2 5 3 11 12 -1 11

10 Hythe & Dibden 11 3 2 6 14 19 -5 11

11 Cowes Sports 7 3 1 3 10 11 -1 10

12 Millbrook 5 3 0 2 8 5 3 9

13 Bashley 6 3 0 3 10 9 1 9

14 Andover New Street 6 2 2 2 8 7 1 8

15 East Cowes Victoria Athletic 7 2 2 3 9 14 -5 8

16 Baffins Milton Rovers 6 2 1 3 7 9 -2 7

17 Petersfield Town 7 2 1 4 10 15 -5 7

18 Bemerton Heath Harlequins 8 2 1 5 14 28 -14 7

19 Horndean 7 2 0 5 8 11 -3 6

20 Bournemouth Poppies 8 1 1 6 6 17 -11 4

21 Christchurch 8 0 1 7 8 26 -18 1

POS Team P W D L GD PTS

1 Balti Sports FC 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 Bournemouth Electric FC 0 0 0 0 0 0

3 Bournemouth Sports FC 0 0 0 0 0 0

4 Cobham Sports FC 0 0 0 0 0 0

5 Dorchester Sports FC 0 0 0 0 0 0

6 Gillingham Town FC 0 0 0 0 0 0

7 Hamworthy Recreation FC Reserves 0 0 0 0 0 0

8 Hamworthy United FC Reserves 0 0 0 0 0 0

9 Holt United FC 0 0 0 0 0 0

10 Mere Town FC 0 0 0 0 0 0

11 Portland United FC Reserves 0 0 0 0 0 0

12 Sherborne Town FC Reserves 0 0 0 0 0 0

13 Swanage Town & Herston FC 0 0 0 0 0 0

14 Verwood Town FC 0 0 0 0 0 0

15 Wareham Rangers FC 0 0 0 0 0 0

16 Westland Sports FC 0 0 0 0 0 0

17 Wimborne Town FC Reserves 0 0 0 0 0 0



Meet The Players 2026/27

With thanks to all our Sponsors
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Meet The Players 2026/27

With thanks to all our Sponsors

5th September 2026

Hamworthy Recreation (3) 

Petersfield Town (1)

Wessex League

12th September 2026

Bemerton Heath Harlequins (2)

Hamworthy Recreation (4) 

Wessex League





HAMWORTHY RECREATION FC – HISTORY

Hamworthy Recreation Football Club was formed in 1948 as

Hamworthy Engineering FC and played on the Sports Ground

opposite the factory at Fleetsbridge in Poole (where the Tesco

supermarket now stands). When the site at Fleetsbridge was sold

to Tesco in the late 1980’s the football, along with the Sports &

Social Club, moved to its current home at Magna Road.

At that time ‘Hamworthy Engineering FC’ were playing in the

Bournemouth League (Division 1). The Club won the

Bournemouth Senior Cup in the 1988-89 season, and after

winning the Division One Championship in 1990/91 ‘The Rec’

successfully applied to join the Dorset Combination League for

season 92/93 when they finished 3rd. Success soon followed

when the Club won a hatrick of Combination League

Championships in 1993-94, 1994-95 and 1995-96.

‘The Rec’ have lifted the League Championship Trophy on

another nine occasions, 2000/01, 2001/02, 2004/05, 2009/10,

2010/11, 2014/15, 2017/18, 2018/19 and 2021/22. The Club have

won the League Cup on six occasions - 2000/01,2006/07,

2007/08, 2013/14, 2014/15 and 2021/22.

’The Rec’ consider that their greatest achievement was in 1995,

when not only did they win the League Championship, but also

won the Dorset Senior Cup, defeating Weymouth Football Club

from the Southern League by 3 goals to nil at Magna Road in the

Semi-Final, and Poole Town FC, another Southern League team,

4 - 1 in the Final.



HAMWORTHY RECREATION FC HISTORY – CONTINUED

The 2001-01 season saw the Club change its name to

Hamworthy Recreation FC to reflect the name of their current

headquarters. Our proud boast – we’ve never finished below 6th

since Ham Eng joined the Combination in 1992/93.

When the Club won promotion to the Wessex League the

Reserves moved to The Hampshire Development League,

winning Div 1 at the first attempt and finishing a commendable

mid table in 20223/24 having been promoted to the Premier

Division. For the 2024/25 season they applied for, and were

granted, a place in the Dorset Premier League, in which the Club

has such a rich history.

During 2022 and 2024, with funding support from the Football

Foundation and local sponsors’ we managed to get the ground

upgraded to have floodlights and a 100 Seat Stand and so have

progressed to the Wessex Premier League. We have a Reserve

Team, both as a feeder team from our Under 18’s and upwards

towards our First team.

We now have the following teams and Leagues:

First Team in the Premier League of the Wessex League

Reserves in the Dorset Premier League

Under 18 Team who play in the Dorset Football League U18s

Division 1

There has been a change of name for our home venue. On 3rd

August 2026, The Hamworthy Club changed its name to Canford

Magna Complex but we remain as Hamworthy Recreation FC for

all three teams.

You will continue to receive a warm welcome with us.



2025/2026 Dorset Football League U18 League Winners

Dorset Football League U18 League Cup Winners

Dorset County FA U18 Cup Winners

2024/2025 Dorset Premier League Cup – Winners

Dorset Football League U18 Cup – Winners

Dorset Senior Cup – Runners Up

2023/2024  Wessex League Division 1 Champions

Dorset Senior Cup Winners

2022/2023  Development Team HCDFL Champions

2021/2022  Dorset Premier League Champions

Dorset Premier League Cup Winners

2018/2019  Dorset Premier League Champions  

2017/2028  Dorset Premier League Champions

2014/2015  Dorset Premier League Champions                  

Dorset Premier League Cup Winners

2013/2014   Dorset Premier League Cup Winners

2010/2011   Dorset Premier League Champions

Dorset Premier League Charity Shield Winners

2009/2010   Dorset Premier League Champions 

2007/2008   Dorset Premier League Cup Winners

Dorset Premier League Charity Shield Winners

2006/2007   Dorset Premier League Cup Winners

2004/2005   Dorset Premier League Champions

2001/2002   Dorset Combination League Champions  

2000/2001   Dorset Premier League Champions

Dorset Combination Cup Winners

1995/1996   Dorset Combination League Champions

1994/1995   Dorset Combination League Champions

Dorset Senior Cup Winners

1993/1994   Dorset Combination League Champions

(1991/1992 – Joined the Dorset Combination League)

1990/1991    Bournemouth Division 1 Champions

1988/1989    Bournemouth Senior Cup Winners

HAMWORTHY RECREATION FC HONOURS



STATISTICS BY BOYD PARKER

Highest Score Downton 8 Bemerton Heath Harliquins 1

Biggest Home Win Downton 8 Bemerton Heath Harliquins 1

Biggest Away Win Bemerton Heath Harliquins 1 Laverstock & Ford 5

East Cowes Vics 0 Horndean 3

Highest Agg. Score Downton 8 Bemerton Heath Harliquins 1

Sequences

Winning 6 Fareham Town

Drawing 1

Losing 3 Bournemouth

Horndean

Since last defeat 12 Hamworthy Recreation

Since last draw 8 Brockenhurst

Since last win 9 Christchurch

Longest Winning Seq. 6 Fareham Town

Longest Drawing Seq. 3 Hamble Club

Longest Losing Seq. 6 Christchurch

SUCCESSIVE WINS SUCCESSIVE HOME WINS SUCCESSIVE AWAY WINS

Fareham Town 6 Downton 4 Millbrook 3

Fleetlands 3 Fareham Town 4 Fareham Town 2

Hamworthy Recreation 3 Bashley 3 Laverstock & Ford 2

SUCCESSIVE DEFEATS SUCCESSIVE HOME DEFEATS SUCCESSIVE AWAY DEFEATS

Bournemouth 3 Horndean 4 Christchurch 7

Horndeam 3 Bemerton Heath har;iquins 3 Bournemouth 4

Petersfield Town 2 4 Clubs 1 4 Clubs 2

SINCE A WIN SINCE A HOME WIN SINCE AN AWAY WIN

Christchurch 9 Christchurch 7 Christchurch 13

East Cowes Vics 4 Horndean 4 7 Clubs 2

Sherborne Town 4 3 Clubs 3

Since a Draw SINCE A HOME DRAW SINCE AN AWAY DRAW

Brockenhurst 8 Millbrook 11 Bemertin Heath Harliquins 20

Bemerton Heath Harliquins 6 Andover New Street 8 Downton 8

Fareham Town 6 Brockenhurst 8 Bournewmouth 8

SINCE A DEFEAT SINCE A HOME DEFEAT SINCE AN AWAY DEFEAT

Hamworthy Recreation 11 Hamworthy Recreation 10 Hamble 7

Fareham Town 7 Sturminster Newton Utd 6 Hamworthy Recreation 7

Fleetlands 7 Downton 5 Fareham Town 2

Wessex League Div 1 Statistics 26/27
[League only]



SEQUENCES

1 5 0

Andover New Street D W W L D L

Baffins Milton Rovers L W L D W L

Bashley L L W W L W

Bemerton Heath Harliquins D W L L L L L W

Bournemouth L D L L W L L L

Brockenhurst W L W L L W W

Christchurch L L L L L L D L

Cowes Sports L W W L D W L

Downton D W W L W L W

East Cowes Vics L W W L D D L

Fareham Town W W W W W W

Fleetlands W D W W W

Hamble Club D W D D D W L W W

Hamworthy Recreation L 5 W D W D W W W

Horndean L W L W L L L

Hythe & Dibden W L L L L D L D W L W

Laverstock & Ford L D D W L W W

Millbrook L W W W L

Petersfield Town D L W L W L L

Sherborne Town W D D L W D D L D

Sturminster Newton Utd L W W W D L W W L
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Andover New Street 2 - 0 2 - 3
Baffins Milton Rovers
Bashley 2 - 1 4 - 2 4 - 2 0 - 1
Bemerton Heath Harliquins 3 - 2 2 - 3 2 - 4 1  5 1 - 1
Bournemouth 1 - 2 1 - 0 0 - 2 2 - 2 0. - 2
Brockenhurst 1 - 0 1 - 4 3 - 2 2 - 1
Christchurch 1 - 1
Cowes Sports 0 - 0 0 - 2 5 - 1 3 - 1
Downton 3 - 2 8 - 1 4 - 3 3 - 0 1 - 1
East Cowes Vics 0 - 1 3 - 0 2 - 2 0 - 3 1 - 1
Fareham Town 1 - 0 3 - 1 2 - 0 2 - 1
Fleetlands 2  0 5 - 1 2 - 2 2 - 1
Hamble Club 2 - 2 1 - 2 4 - 2 4 - 0 2 - 1
Hamworthy Recreation 6 - 0 3 - 1
Horndean 0 - 1 0 - 1 1 - 2
Hythe & Dibden 1 - 2 3 - 1 0 - 0
Laverstock & Ford 2 - 2 2 - 0
Millbrook 1 - 0 3 - 1 1 - 2 3 - 0 0 - 2
Petersfield Town 2 - 3 1 - 2 2 -- 1
Sherborne Town 1 - 1 1 - 2 1 - 1 1 - 3
Sturminster Newton Utd 3 - 1 5 - 1 3 - 1 5 - 0 0 - 1 2 - 2 1 - 0
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